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DEDICATION 



This pamphlet is particularly dedicated to my Mother, 
who devoted her life to the advancement of religion and educa- 
tion. If it brings her memory before the men and women of to- 
day, who were the boys and girls of her tutorage, I shall feel 
well repaid for this publication. 



FOREWORD 

"Creal Springs Seminary", opened its doors as a school on 
September 22, 1884. On August 29, 1888, by virtue of a 
rter granted by the Secretary of State, of the State of Illi- 
nois, it became known as "Creal Springs Seminary Company . 

On January 5, 1894, a Charter was granted to "Creal 
Springs College and Conservatory of Music", which corpora- 
tion oecame the legal successor of "Creal Springs Seminary 
Company". 

Creal Springs College and Conservatory of Music, con- 
tinued until the year 1916, when it closed its doors never to 
re-open again as an institution of learning. 

That is the beginning and the end of the oldest educational 

establishment of its kind in Williamson County, Illinois. The 

years between 1884 and 1916 now belong to history. And 

with the intention of preserving at least a part of that history, 

he author has put together the events pertinent to such an 

inaertaking. 

The records examined were voluminous and contain the 
lames of thousands of persons who in some way were identi- 
ied with Creal Springs. The omission of any name or event is 
or no other reason than lack of information concerning the 
ame. 

Believing this publication to be authentic, and hoping that 
t may be interesting to many people now living, my typewriter 
ind I proceed. 



lerrin, Illinois, 
Member 1, 1937. 



CHARLES C. MURRAH. 



GERTRUDE BROWN MURRAH 

l KTRUDE BROWN. was born on a farm near old 
ibidpe. in Williamson County. Illinois, on December 18. 
1951. She attended school at Brownsville country school, 
Sotfhr Illinois College at Carbondale. State Institute at 
-a. Ewing College M Ewing. and graduated from the Col- 
Department of Ml Carroll Seminary. Ml. Carroll, 
in the Class of 1875. 

if taught m the country* •chools of Williamson and 
j- ■•■ Counties, m the High School at Frankfort, in Ewing 
ollnrr. in Oral Spnrtf Seminary, and in Creal Springs Col- 
lege and Conservatory of Musk. 

On October 6. 1866. she was baptized and became a 
•onhrr of Hurricane Baptist ChurcK. located near Carterville. 
linnou In that religion she never wavered. 

On October 3. 1880. at the home of her parents, near 
Illinois, she was married to Henry Clay Murrah. 
To vus union, two sons w-ere born. 

In 1912. a forme i member of the Illinois Legislature 
wrote of her as follow*- *1 have personally known Mrs. Ger- 
trude Brown Murrah for more than forty years, and have 
watched her career with great interest. As founder and Presi- 
de** of Creal Springs Seminary and later of Creal Springs 
CoBeee me has done a magnificent work for the young men 
and women of this and other States. As a teacher. I doubt if 
she r*s any superior in this country. Her personality is an t 



,»*• to tfco* who come in her. Sh« d 

ud womi 0/ IW who h.ve come he, ^ 

|», crrcomr obrtoele. (hat »eeme<l mfurmounUhU. ^ ^ 
,«« pitimre «bd fortitude h« carried on a work. lhe t 
icnhi of which will la* Ihtouith eternity." 

Gertrude Brows Murrah. died at the Home of her 
Fnak C Murrah. m Hern*, lllmoi*. oq the 3rd d,, 
JiMtrr, 1929 She wo* boned hewdc her hutband « ft 
HJl CeaHtfjr. * Mirk*, fill 



HENRY CLAY MURRAH 



'Jo be a farmer, merchant, salesman, and teacher, Henry 

y Murrah was born on a farm near Nashville, Tennessee, 

1 April 1 1, 1847. He came to Illinois with his parents when 

nail boy and located on a farm near what is now Johnston 

. He attended school in the country schools, in Ewing 

College at Ewing, Illinois, and in the Southern Illinois Normal, 

2arbondale. 

He taught in the country schools of Williamson and 
Franklin Counties, in Creal Springs Seminary, and Creal 
Springs College and Conservatory of Music. 

He died at Creal Springs, Illinois, on June 9, 1920. 
Reading a newspaper account of his death, one of his former 
pupils wrote as follows: 

"When I read of the death of Mr. Murrah, it made me 
very, very sad, for I knew that one of the best friends of my 
childhood had passed to the great beyond. His kind ways and 
hearty laugh made us his friend " 



INSTRUCTORS 

The nam» of Gertrude Brown Murrah and Henry Clay 
are given fecial prominence in tha publication, for the 
that both mirparably linked with the origination, 

id end of the mitiiulion ahout *tuch th» article ■ 
There are. howevet . many other Instructor* and Teach- 
gave much of their tmie and enetfj toward the de- 
of the Seminary and College. From Catalogues w« 
amei of the folio* mi luiruclo • »nd Teachcn 



Al« P Mclntm 
i Low** Odum 

1L» Dora Nidi 
w» Mktix Odum 

ftUM M Hatch 

■■ Sink Moyert 
Ba Aufiou D. Swia 

M M M Gtll 

>M» iao L Btrknr 
M QaB<wi 

T 0. *W» 

>iowa 
CLanmcai 



M A FiOw 
Mm Fmi Cullctt 
Mm Flat* Kcrtk 

D. H I Utm 
Mm \W S DcmI 
Mm Ci«cc H«m 
U . E KkIkms 
Mm Mmmc Owes 
Mm AmtmU M. Hick* 

i Rod* Ham 
Mn. L A. B«4u 
J. P. F. Sm*I> 
Mm AlU Holmes Blukmott 
Mm Beatrice Pickett 
Mm FJ* Hc«loa 
Mm Dot* UUnA 
Mm FJU AmvnU Bulkier 



Mm Nora Calhocm 
Mm Lata SUci 
Mm Carrie Brllmai 
Hubert L Atwood 
Fnok Haywood 
Mm Zm Wlaod 
Mm Camr Burime mar 
Mm Came A HanKwi 
Mm Maud C Btarimmi 
Mm & Olwa U'tlliomi 

Mm 



Mtaa Ruin 
Mm Georgia A. I 
Mtaa Aci« Atwood 
Mm Sorofc MkIMjc^ fc 
Mim Moyme B. Mc&^ 
Mm Krfelle (uah,* * 
Mi* Vilono tiro**** 
Mrm Arm Townarnd 
Mm* Wolkm» 
Mobit FW* 
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■ dm AUlbof cm* to coma 
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koowiedcmeal of tone an 



THE RECORDS 

Maay of A* oatW focortk of ike Seminary ore wi* 
• to* mod w* pea aod mi So period ore the chof odff 
iod » ami 4t 4adb|, 4m ot fv* fiance one *■ 

**k*« cot of o Speacenan copy *** 
^ « prated wm o calalofut printed m l«* 



^ « Mlo** 



"•n l\* 



C. MURRAH, Proprietor. 

S. G. B. MURRAH, Principal. 

SS ALICE P. McINTIRE, Teacher of Instrumental 
Music and Voice Culture. 

SIMPSON, Teacher of Penmanship. 

SS LOVINA ODUM, Teacher in the Preparatory 
Department. 

MISS CORA BROWN, Teacher of Primary Studies. 

Similar publications were issued annually thereafter, until 
51894, when the first *' Catalogue of Creal Springs College", 
iwas printed by the "Democrat Print", of Metropolis, Illinois. 

i 

1 The largest catalogue found was printed and published in 
s1904, but the name of the printer is not shown on it. It is 
Ion a high grade of paper, a splendid job of printing, and 
similar to the publications of the present day. It has 48 pages 
and is neatly bound. There were 81 students that year, with 
;pix graduating. The following courses were offered in the 

Si 

institution at that time: 
ft 

CLASSICAL, Degree of A. B. 
LATIN SCIENTIFIC, Degree of B. S. 

f 

PHILOSOPHICAL, Degree of Ph. B. 

'I 

I*. ACADEMIC AND COURSES IN MUSIC. 



MION AND CONSTRUCTION 
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XTt ihoufht of i/h* H«k» rt>a<* and ifce •ulo mo | 1(V 

,n«fc the HORtL AND BUGGY DAYS. 
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CUM 



lento, to :md In-kf quitlm ■ pm*te home* to Ctt*l 



tfi about ibr >t*j 1900. (Jam *nt maile and blue pitrH 

to be erected about 201) (ret 
m! buiJiing wbjcb wu to ka\c * laige audAofiuin. 
and 4 boy** DormAom. but cooUruc 

Death only ditoiied ti-.r foundeii 
fw thr blur print* *eie found among thr.i 

j THE COLLEGE CAMPUS 

~ The five kit Is**! of land mentioned n an eatWet patt 
t +m krftan *ai mooted with *wlen fencing THett *%* 
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fc*k «\wl * *a» aot Urn* lie fore the whole campus was 

ltd haired Autumn with Set falling golden leaves, 

I \m head tton> umiet fa«t moving cloudt; when the 

I an *ai i«nant with the warbled melody of a thousand 

redolent of the pet fume of many flowert; 
intappeoied. leading a blood red smear in 
twilight and long, creeping shadows came 
both teach* is and pupils could be teen 
~. n studt, m meditation, and 



EQUIPMENT 
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Rev. Calvin Alien, Creal Spring*, T]I . 

Rev. J. K. Trovillion, Brovvnfield 

M. E. Chamness, Chamness, Illinois 

Levi Ferrell, Creal Springs, Illinois. V 

Rev. G. W. Danbury, DuQuoin, Illinois. 

Rev. John A. Williams, Dongola, Illinois. 

Rev. C. Nolen, Parrish, Illinois. , 

Rev. L. L. Smoot, Vienna, Illinois. | 

Not only were two-thirds of the first Trustees ^ 
members of regular Baptist churches, but ALL of them * 
Ten of the fifteen were MINISTERS of Baptist Church, 
At the first meeting of the Board of Trustees, Mr, C . 
B. Murrah was elected President of the College. 

THE ER1NA LITERARY SOCIETY 

\s there a man or woman now living who ever attoti 
the Seminary or College who does not remember FR 
NIGHT and the Erina Literary Society? 

\t \vas the night of the day the school week ended, 
wa* the mght that hoth Teachers and Students were given tf 
o W oTtumty lor expression. And (incidently) it was the 

many a lomance tound its heoinn; n » * ~«mui 

beginning; vitus nemo sine naicw» 

WSunpwn .. meeting on Oct*** 1 

PtoTem. ^^dent and Sula Smith* 1 



i Constitution and By-Laws. 11m object 

be the Jamrormcnt of ill members in lK* 

smifir. derate, oiation. recitation ami read- 

ttvatiof) of Ihow styles and graces of delivery 

to perfect** m any of the above exercises *' 

alto hod a publication called the "Krin* 
■T A cop* of the pdblkattoft dated February, 1695, was 
■led and m ri tbr Editorial Sul we?* listed at; 

f\Uttl r Ttlim 
i not. £*» CWiofos 
Bcrtjr Bit*** 
jas F. Nsm* 



THE SCHOOL YEAR 

■ Tbr school yesaf began ibe fir* of September and ended 
rtf of June It wa* drvsdrd mto Terms (be Fall Term. 
i mirj Term, and tbr Spring Term There %«as a tacalion 
m durmf Chnstmai week and at Thank tuning In the 
b* of June July *bd Augim tbr Urge wooden College 
bngt wti* vacant. e&crt* tbe Inung qua/ten of the 
Arabs Durmg these bat aummn months when the blistering 
I pi tbr sun beat down fern hniiI) the founders buued them- 
es a re Arranging nbd cleaning the buildings and m growing 
tatormg provu*m* foe the earning year. The wind, the 
as. the ram. and tbe haze on the bills, spoke a language 
V Each loveliness of light and shadow they 
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COMMENCEMENT 
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